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A Word from the President

Happy 2015 to all our members
and welcome to a new yearat the
Ottawa Numismatic Society! ‘

y 060 Al xAUO COA
year, make resolutions, set goals, an
have dreams. For me, at Ileas
numismatically, | hope to acquire
some key pieces for my collection (In
AAAOh ) Al OAAAU E
about it at our January meeting).

Ending an old year is always &
hectic and stressful time. For me, as
get established in my new career as
small business owner consulting in
project management, it was a real
challenge to try and get all my
deliverables in to my clients while at
the same time trying to get ready for
the holidays and also enjoy our greal
hobby. As usual, the hobby had to giv:
f $1'1 600 UI O EOOO E
interferes with your hobby?).

Our focus for 2015 will be the
planning and preparation for the
RCNA Convention which we are
hosting at the Delta Hotel Ottawa
Downtown in July 2016. Our club last
ET OOAA OEA I OO0l
convention in 2008 (at the same
venue) and people are still talking
about how great a convention it was.
We set a very high standard then anc
our challenge now will be to do an
even beter job. Mark your calendars

The ONS Executive Committee me
recently and we are pleased to report
that we are in very good financial
shape. We also have some ideas abo
how we can put these funds to gooc
use, but we would like to hear from
you too. See any member of the
Executive with your suggestions.

(AOA6O OI A COAA
Steve

Le mot du Président

Bonneannéea tous nosmembreset
bienvenue aune nouvelleannéea la Société
numismatique Ottawal

Il est toujours agréable decommencer
une nouvelle annéeprendre des résolutions
fixer des objectifs etréver.
Numismatiquement, Ee8péreacquérir
guelquespiecesclés pourma cdlection (En
AAEOh EOGAE etigvaishvolST | i
raconter tout ¢calors de notre réunionde
Janvie.

Mettre fin a une vieille annéeest
toujours un momenttrépidante et
stressante En tant quenouveaupropriétaire
A6 O1T A DA OE GekondelleddedienO
de projet,A 6 i O Adfit@ble @dfi pour moi
A6 AOOAUA GoudnkdiirablésA @es
clients tout en essayant en méme tempde
me préparer pour les vacance®t aussi
profiter de notre grand passetemps. Comme
d'habitude, le passetempsa pris la
troisieme place(Jedéteste quandmon
travail interfére avecvotre passetemps,

1 6 A&pas?).

, 81 AEAA O Epgr 2086 sdrafla 3
planification et la préparation du Congrés de
I 6! 2ue#ousorganisonsa I'Hotel Delta
Ottawa Centre-ville en Juillet 2016. Notre
club a accueilli son derniercongres annuel
de I'Associationen 2008 (au méme endroit)
etlesgend® AOI AT O AT Aléald
un congres extraordinaire. Nous avons établi
un trés haut niveaualors, maintenant notre
défi consisteafaire un travail encore
meilleur. Marquez vos calendrier$

Le#1 T OAET AB8AAI ET EO
O 6 Aénbrécemmentet nous sommes
heureuxd'annoncer quela Société est en
tres bonne formefinanciere. Nous avons
aussiquelques idées comment nous
pouvons mettre ces fondsa bon escient
mais nousaimerions entendrede vous aussi
Voir tout membre de I'exécutifavec vos
suggestions

Je vous souhaite ungrande 2015!

Steve



From the Editor

| regret that this issue is late on
reachingyou) 06 © AAAT A A
especially since we are in the midst of
redesigning a whole new museum at the
Bank of Canadh

3ET AA xAB80A Al O
would like to wish you all a Happy New
9AAO AT A DPOI OPAOEOL
that we can continueenjoying our hobby
to the fullest.

In this issue of the ONS Journal, w
feature an article on Nicholaus
Copernicus by Greg Zbitnew. The article
is an expansion of the fine presentation
that Greg gave at the October meeting.

Please forward to me any artias
you have ready for the journal because
have run out of content for the next
EOOOAS

David

Le mot du rédacteur en chef

Je suis desolé si ce numéro d
Journal de & SNO vous parvient en retard
Ca fait quelgues mois maintenant que je
suis trés occupé a planifier tout un
nouveau musée a mon travail a la Banqu
du Canada.

Puisque nous sommes déja el
2015, je me permets de vous souhaite
une Bonne Année avec beaucoup d
POl Obi OEOi pi 600 1
Espérons que nous pourrons continuer g
sedOAOOEO AAT O 11 OOA

Dans ce numéro du Journal de I
SNO, Greg Zbitnew nous fournit un article
sur Nicolas Copernic. Cet article est un
élaboration de laprésentation que Greg al
donnélorsdel A Oi OT ET 1T A6b

S.V.P. me faire parvenivos articles

DOEONOA EA T1B8AE DI
DOl AEAET 1 611 01 8
David

Meeting summary z October/November

October's meeting was highlighted by a talk
from Greg Zbithew, who spoke about the
"Universal Genius" Copernicusa highly educated
scientist of 15th century Europe. He first
described the heliocentrifugal solar system that
we live in; prior to this people thought that
everything revolved around the earth ins and
paper money have illustrated Copernicus's
theories. Many of his theores were released on
his death bed due to the Roman Catholic power
in Poland.

November's meeting was a fun night, with
personal collections displayed in a sersiormal
exhibition. On display was everything from a
beautiful Roman type collection, gold andsilver
coins, Indo-Sassanian fire alar coins progressing
over the centuries to North India with similar but
reduced images, an amazing Rhodesian collectio
noted for completion and eye appealas well an
Ottawa Valley tokenand many other seldom seen
pieces. There were many interesting displays
with the collectors on hand to provide
information and answer questions

Rod

Résumé des rencontres 7
octobre & novembre

Lesréunions d'octobre ont été marquéespar un
discoursde GregZbitnew, qui a parlé du« génie
universel » Copernig un scientifique hautement
qualifiée du 15¢ siecle de I'Europell décrit d'abord le
systeme solairehélio-centrifuge; avant ce temps, la
peuple pensaient quele tout tournait autour de la
terre. Pieces de monnaie ebillets de banqueont
illustré les théoriesde Copernic Beaucoup de ses

,,,,,
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Laréunion de novembre a étéune soiréede
plaisir, avec des collectionpersonnellesaffichées
dansune exposition semi-formel. Sur |'affichageétait
tout d'une belle collectionde typeromain ; des piéces
enor et enargent; despiecesindo-sassanidegdle type
feu de l'autel, progressantau fil des siéclesal'Inde du
Nord avec des imagesimilaires, maisréduites ; une
étonnante collectionRhodésieme, remarquablepour
sonattrait visuel ;ainsiNO & O1 E Adléeide A A
I'Outaouais; et bien d'autrespiécesrarement vues. Il y
avait de nombreuses expositionsntéressantes avec
les collectionneurs sur place pourfournir des
informations et répondre aux questions

Rod
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Nicholas Copernicus: Not Just a Revolutionary Astronomer
by Gregory Zbitnew

The idea that the earth rotates and revolves around the sun was considered an absurd notion in the 1!
For one thing, if the earth rotated, woul dnot
Copernicus (14I343), the first persoseiously challenge the idea that the sun, planets and stars

revolved around the earth. His revolutionary ideas ultimately prevailed and are now taken for granted.

Copernicus (in Polish, Mikolai KQpermiks one of Pol anddés most famou
both the paper money and coins. His portrait is on the 1000 Zloty note dated 1982:

The back of the banknote illustrates dtengened Copernican solar system.
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APolishL0zloty coin dated 1959 A German 5 mark coin celebrating the 500
anniversarspitof Copernicu

Less wel |l k n srewalutienargide&oipeoney and comage. While there is no
space in this short article to give a biogrhhseofdrkable individual, there is an excellent biography
i n Dava AMotekReifecteavéndawlCopernicBsvolutionized the Cosiidalker and
company, New York, 200d put his numismatic work into perspective, here are a few highlights of
life:

Copernicus was born in Thorn (Torun), part of Royal Prussia, then a subject state of the kingdom of
Poland. He came from atwveéth and even distinguished family, his father being a wholesale

merchant and his uncle and mentor the bisioglaxidCopernicus proved an inveterate

student and theorist in many areas: studying mathematics at the University of Cracow, becoming a
skilled painter, studying canon law and astronomy at the famous University of Bologna. Becoming &
cleric, Coperniowas named canon of the cathedral at Frauenburg at the age of 24, but then took
leave to lecture at Rome and to study in several fields. He then earned a doctor's degree in canon
law at the University of Ferrara in 1503 and a medical degree aytbERAuuarsito years

later. He became physician to his uncle, the bishop, and latdinserasddnibn of the
cathedralhttp://mises.org/daily/4&dcesseBecember 16, 2012

As a fAhobbyo during his busy I|ife, he was al s
revolved around the earl, thathe earth aratheplanets revolved around thersirthe other way
aroundThe apparent motion of the sun wastlleeaoth itself revolving once per day. He did not

publish his theory during his lifetime, out of concern for the potential controversy. Due to the influence
Georg Rheticus, the manuscript of his work was eventually sent for publicatiobyand, dramatica
Copernicus saw the finished book on his deathbed. Ddedwodktionibus orbium coeld&iuthe
Revolutions of the Cé&éSphedeas Copernicus thought, was highly controversial, but was also widely
used, and ended up in the Roman Catholic Chur
revised by Kepler, and put on a solid theoretical foundationbghNesmtoeory of universal
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gravitation. Our modern world takes the motion of the earth and the planets for grantad¢the reverse
be considered ludicrous.

Copernicus was a prominenfiespécteanultitalented individual. It explains, in part, how he
came to play a role in numismatics:

Copernicus turned his attention to monetary affairs when King Sigismund | of Poland asked him to
offer proposals for reform of the tangled currency oStheeattea 1460s, Prussian Poland,

where Copernicus lived, was the home of three different currencies: that of Royal Prussia, the Polis
kingdom itself, and that of Prussia of the Teutonic Order. None of the governments maintained a
single standard of weighe Teutonic Order, in particular, kept debasing and circulating cheaper
money. Copernicus finished his paper in 1517, and it was delivered to the Royal Prussian Assembly
in 1522, and published four yearstgighmises.org/daily/4(&dcesseBecember 16, 2012

The tangled currency reflected the tangled politics of the area, as indicated by this map:

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Teutonic_Order (b466gzegDctober 26, 2013)
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